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Wilding Cran Gallery is pleased to present a solo presentation of work by Berlin-based artist Martin 
Werthmann. 

On the surface, Werthmann’s works are an aesthetically engaging series of patterns and textures, yet with more 
investigation the images reveal a tension and subtle melancholy. While the appearance of the works are decorative 
and abstract, the motifs and patterns within the prints are often created from found images depicting unexpected 
themes, such as crashes or explosions, which are juxtaposed against picturesque landscapes and water surfaces. 
The result reminds the viewer that there is beauty to be found in all things. 
  
Werthmann carves from sections of his found images into wood block panels and prints onto paper in multiple 
layers that form the unique collage-like final pieces. His prints often exceed 6 x 10 feet – dimensions considered 
already unusually large for photographs, and even more unique for woodblock prints. He approaches the process 
more as an installation rather than a painting or print—boards are screwed to the floor, paper is folded over the 
inked elements repeatedly creating many layers. Most of the works are the result of 10 or more layers. 
  

About Martin Werthmann 
Berlin based artist Martin Werthmann (b.1982) studied from 2004 to 2009 at the Academy of Fine Arts Hamburg 
with Andreas Slominski. Werthmann’s oeuvre is divided into two main categories; his pictorial works, which are 
typically large-scale monotypic woodblock prints and his installation works. An on-going installation that 
Werthmann continues to develop, titled Vortex, is a 4 x 6 x 6 meter wooden construction that houses a man-made 
vortex. The observer is able to enter the construction and climb up in the middle and stand in the center of the 
vortex to face an experience that under natural conditions would be lethal. Werthmann creates images and 
physical experiences that invite new ways to see and think about the world.
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