
W I L D I N G  C R A N  G A L L E R Y

 !!
DISCONNECTION  
CURATED BY JUSTIN TYLER CLOSE 
MAY 16-JUNE 13, 2015 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Special performance by Jessica Tonder with Gregg Foreman !

!  !
Wilding Cran Gallery Unit B is pleased to present DISCONNECTION, a group show curated by Justin 
Tyler Close of Lab Magazine, featuring the work of Amanda Charchian in collaboration Eli Craven, Eliot 
Lee Hazel, Ariana Papademetropoulos, Nouel Riel, Logan White and Darian Zahedi. 
 
DISCONNECTION explores ideas about living in today's world where everyone is more connected than 
ever and how that has led to a loss of mystery and suspense within relationships because of the constant 
need for immediacy.  Close invited artists to create new work for this exhibition that reacts to their 
personal experiences of living in the disconnection of 2015 as it relates to the following: 
 
: to separate from something else  
: to break a connection between two or more things 
: the freedom of release & the tension of purpose  
: to sever the connection of or between 
: to disconnect, to reconnect   
 
#disconnectionla 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Amanda Charchian's work embraces themes of catharsis and femininity, nature and transcendence, 
sensuality and intellectual refinement, creating images that manage to be simultaneously epic and 
intimate. The female nude, a predominate focus of her images, Charchian poses her models in vast and 
multi-textured natural settings, landscape and subject instinctually linked -  pale skin against warm 
rock, an arched and slender arm curving gracefully around bark, glossy locks of hair mixing with moss 
and soil. The result is a mix of mythic and modern, primitive sexuality matched with an elegant 
innocence – images captured not with the eye of the voyeur, but of the artist. For Charchian, the female 
nude embodies both power and vulnerability, in a beautifully exquisite balance.    
 
Eli Craven is an American artist living in Champaign, Illinois, where he is currently an MFA candidate 
in Photography at the University of Illinois. Craven’s work has been shown in national and international 
exhibitions and publications. His current work explores the role of images in processes of socialization. 
Using photography, sculpture, and collage he creates works that suggest something tangible behind the 
surface of a photograph. Recently, his work has been featured in Baron Magazine, Kuntsbeeld 
magazine, The Age of Collage published by Gestalten in Berlin and his work was recently exhibited at 
the Capture Photography Festival in Vancouver, BC. 
 
Eliot Lee Hazel approaches fashion, music and personal projects with a distinct and singular vision. 
His portraiture and stylized conceptual photography has achieved a worldwide cult following. Hazel has 
shot for likeminded brands such as Chapter and Persol, and has collaborated with a range of influential 
fellow artists including Thom Yorke, Bat For Lashes, Interpol and Ariel Pink. As well as his 
still photography he has also been recognized for his moving image work for the likes of Beck, Eliot 
Sumner and The Acid.  He lives and works between LA and London. 
 
Ariana Papademetropoulos exploring the practice of illusion and illusionism in the history of 
painting, through both realism and trompe l'oeil. Her work attempts to map the duplicate meanings or 
hidden depictions found in images and their psychological undercurrents. She received her BFA at 
CalArts with a minor in Cultural Studies in 2012 and also studied at the Universität der Künste in 
Berlin. Her work has been exhibited in Los Angeles, New York City, New Orleans, Mexico City, and 
Berlin and has upcoming solo shows in Los Angeles and Sonoma. Her work has been reviewed by the 
Los Angeles Times and the New York Times. Papademetropoul lives and works in Los Angeles.   
 
Nouel Riel is an abstract mixed media artist living in Los Angeles. The diversity of her work 
stems from a deep interest in psychology, eastern philosophy and psychic purpose. By utilizing 
varied forms of expression she can better understand the relationship between constrained 
materials and unseen matter. 
 
Logan White is a seventh-generation Southerner and daughter of a classical concert pianist. 
Greatly influenced by her own Southern Gothic history, White employs symbolism and the 
female form, exploring the contemporary feminine subconscious in a Neo-Victorian state. 
 White received her BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design in 2007, spending a year in 
Rome as part of the prestigious European Honors Program. Her first book "Rose Hill" was 
published in 2014 by More Than A Gallery in Paris, France.  She has been published and 
exhibited internationally in group exhibits in New York, Los Angeles, London, Berlin, and Paris 
among other cities, as well as solo exhibitions at the University of Buffalo and at Mercer 
University and Wesleyan College in Macon. The artist lives and works in Los Angeles, 
California.   
 
Darian Zahedi is a photographer and musician born and raised in Los Angeles. After 
graduating from NYU he remained in New York for almost a decade, performing, touring, 
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recording and producing records, all the while developing an affinity for the pairing of music 
with visuals: video, album cover and poster art. He now scores TV, films, and commercials and 
releases albums under the name The Reflections. Inspired to take up photography only in the 
last few years, he shoots still life, portraits, and nudes and most recently a spread on musicians 
and style for SOMA magazine. 
 
Justin Tyler Close is the co-founder and editor in chief of The Lab Magazine, as well as 
being a curator, director and photographer. As a photographer he has captured the faces of 
some of the most influential actors and artists such as Marina Abramović, Bryan Cranston, 
Lenny Kravitz, Nas, and Lykke Li to name just a few.  As an artist, he has created an intimate 
style using only film cameras, natural light and focusing more on the conversations that 
happen within each photograph. He searches for the moments hidden or that go unshot or 
missed.    
 
Justin graduated with honors from Vancouver Film School, and went on to produce his first 
feature film, “In Their Skin”, starring Selma Blair, James D’Arcy, Rachel Miner and his older 
brother, Josh Close, who wrote the screenplay. “In Their Skin” premiered at the 2012 Tribeca 
Film Festival and was promptly sold to IFC Films.   
 
As The Lab Magazine’s creative director Justin is responsible for the publication’s unique 
aesthetic, curation, and high-profile contributors. He is represented by INFLUENCE / 
PERSUADE CONTENT for commercial directing work, which is based in Los Angeles, CA.   
 
Image credit: Eliot Lee Hazel, Eternal, 2015.  !
Press inquiries please contact Jessica McCormack at jessica@wildingcran.com or 323.497.9308. 
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